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PREFACE 


This pamphlet, the sixth of an annual series, presents the 1950 statistical 
and analytical tables of general interest on motor fuel, motor vehicles, highway- 
user taxation, financing of State highways, highway mileage, and Federal aid 
for highways. Data for the financing of highways by county and local rural 
governments are also included, as in the previous issue. Information concerning 
local street financing is shown for the first time. 

The brief text is intended only to call attention to information of particular 
interest or significance, to supply definitions of the terms used in the tables, 
and to point out the limitations of the data presented. 

Prior editions of the annual series are for sale by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., at the 
following prices: 


Flighwaycotatistics, 1949"... < sth sey ewe 55 cents 
Highway Statistics, 1948) fi) 26o erik orcs 65 cents 
Flighwoy, Stcihishics: (94 ors mete iene 45 cents 
Flighway-otatistics, 1946-165. ci. ea 50 cents 
Flighway Statistics: 194500. shana lass 35 cents 
Highway Statistics, Summary to 1945 ....... AO cents 


The Bureau has also published The Financing of Highways by Counties 
and Local Rural Governments, 193 1—41, which is for sale by the Superintendent 
of Documents at 45 cents a copy. 


COVER: A Federal-aid Secondary Road, Benton County, Oregon. 


(Courtesy Oregon State Highway Commission) 
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MOTOR FUEL 


As motor-vehicle ownership in the United States 
continued to expand throughout 1950, the consumption 
of motor fuel on the highways rose to a total of 35.6 
billion gallons for the year, anincrease of 9.9 percent 
over 1949. This was slightly less than the 10-percent 
increase in motor-vehicle registrations, and repre- 
sents almost no change in the gallons consumed per 
vehicle. 

The term ‘‘motor fuel’’ applies to all gasoline and 
other fuels coming under the purview ofthe State mo- 
tor-fuel taxing laws. Fuels other than gasoline, called 
special fuels, include diesel fuel, liquified petroleum 
gases, and those known by such names as ‘‘tractor 
fuel’? and ‘‘power fuel.’? These special fuels are 
taxed, in most States, when they are used to propel 
vehicles on the public highways. Diesel fuel is by 
far the most widely used. In some States fairly large 
amounts of liquified petroleum gases are consumed, 
butane being the commonest, Some propane and pos- 
sibly other liquified gases or mixtures are alsoused. 

- All States except Nebraska and Vermont taxed special 
fuels during 1950 on either a sales or ause basis, and 
some States levied additional fees, inthe form of high- 
er registration or ‘‘equalization’’ fees, on vehicles 
using these fuels. 

The words ‘‘exemption’’ and ‘‘refund’’ are not used 
interchangeably: ‘‘exemption’’ applies where the State 
purposely does not collect the tax; ‘‘refund’’ applies to 
the procedure whereby the State collects the tax and 
later returns it in whole or in part. Exemptions are 
most frequently found in connection with motor fuel 
purchased by the Federal Government, or inconnection 
with allowances for loss through evaporation, spillage, 
etc. Refunds are usually grantedfor nonhighway uses 
of motor fuel such as in agriculture, aviation, con- 
struction, and water and rail transportation. 

Motor-fuel gallonage data for 1950 are given in 
tables G-2 and G-21 through 25. Table G-2 shows gal- 
lonage taxed, exempted, and refunded, without regard 
to the use to which the fuel was put. It is intended 
primarily to give data needed in tax analyses. The 
highway and nonhighway uses of motor fuel are shown 
in tables G-21 through 24. These tables do not include 
purchases by the Federal Government for military 
use, nor fuel exported from the continental United 
States. The figures differ in some cases from those 
in table G-2, primarily because of adjustments made 
to show gallonage as nearly as possible for the period 
in which it. was consumed rather than the period in 
which the tax was paid. Other adjustments have been 


made in tables G-21 through 24 to allow for losses 
from evaporation, spillage, etc. ; 

Table G-25 reports the highway use of special fuels 
by months in 1950 for the 45 States that were able to 
supply this information. A comparison of the gallon- 
ages for the 41 States that reported such fuels for both 
1949 and 1950 indicates an increase of more than 27 
percent in 1950 over 1949, compared withthe 9.9 per- 
cent increase for all motor fuel. Despite the rapidly 
increasing use of special fuels inthe heavier commer- 
cial vehicles, however, these fuels comprised only 
about 1.5 percent of the total motor-fuel consumed 
in motor vehicles during 1950. 

Most of the States refund the tax paid on motor fuel 
used for nonhighway purposes, Oklahoma is now the 
only State that permits tax exemptions for such fuel. 
Table G-240 groups the States in accordance with the 
percentages of their total motor-fuel gallonage on 
which they have allowed the tax to be refunded or ex- 
empted for alleged nonhighway use. 

In all States that allow refunds or exemptions for 
nonhighway uses, the total gallonage claimed to be used 
for such purposes is known, and nearly all of these 
States keep records classified by type of use. For 
States that tax all motor fuel regardless of use, allow- 
ing neither exemptions nor refunds, the nonhighway 
portion was estimated on the basis of reports of ad- 
joining States with similar economic characteristics. 

The motor-fuel tax collections of all States are 
given in table G-1. The last column ofthe table, ‘‘ad- 
justed net total receipts,’’ gives the motor -fuel portion 
of State highway-user revenues. The tax on aviation 
gasoline is, in most States, refunded or placed ina 
special fund for aviation purposes. Some States also 
retain all or part of the tax on fuel used by boats, and 
apply it to the improvements of marine facilities. 
Where the amounts of motor-fuel tax paid for these 
uses have been reported separately, the gross tax 
received is included in the collections shown in table 
G-1 and, if not paid out in the form of refunds, it is 
deducted in the next-to-last column of that table. 

Tables G-101, 103, and 105 summarize the more 
important State provisions, effective January 1, 1952, 
for administering the gasoline taxes, Table G-205 
gives the gasoline tax rates in effect at the beginning 
of each year since 1931, the changes during each year, 
and the rates in effect at the end of each year. 

The disposition of motor-fuel tax revenues and a 
description of the bases of distribution are given in 
the section cn highway taxation. 
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SEE PAGE 2 OF "HIGHWAY STATISTICS, SUMMARY TO 1945," 
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2/ WEIGHTED AVERAGE RATES BASED ON THE NET GALLONS TAXED. 
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FOR TAX RATES IN EARLIER YEARS, 
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1/ THIS TABLE GIVES THE TAX RATES AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH YEAR, THE CHANGES DURING THE YEAR, AND THE RATES IN EFFECT 
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FOR 1951, THE FINAL RATES SHOWN ARE THOSE IN EFFECT NOVEMBER 1. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES 


The factors that have brought motor-vehicle reg- 
istrations in the United States to new peaks in eachof 
the past several years not only continued into 1950 but 
were stimulated by the increase in industrial activity 
that followed the outbreak of hostilities in Korea, The 
strong demand for vehicles led to the production of 
8 million new units during the year, a record far above 
any previous year and one that is likely to stand for 
some time. 

The combination of strong demand and high produc - 
tion, influenced by continuing expansion of essential 
uses, by increased ownership of more than one car 
in a family, and by a greater marginal ownership, 
resulted in the registration during 1950 of 49,161,691 
motor vehicles, an even 10 percent more thanin1$49. 
This figure, as is indicated in table MV-1, includes 
594,707 vehicles owned by the Federal, State, and local 
governments, but does not include trailers, semi- 
trailers, motorcycles, or any automotive equipment 
owned by the military forces. 

With the rapid rise in the numbers of vehicles reg- 
istered in recent years, there has beena considerable 
revival of interest in the question of where the point 
of saturation lies with respect to vehicle ownership in 
relation to population. Table MV-213 gives the ratio 
of total population to total motor vehicles registered 
and the ratio of persons 18 years of age and over to 
total automobiles registered, at 5-year intervals, for 
the period 1919-50. The ratios of motor vehicles to 
persons are usually expressed interms of persons per 
vehicle, and they are so given in the table. For the 
1940-50 decade, total motor-vehicle registrations 
went up 51.6 percent while the total population was 
gaining only 14.5 percent. Between 1945 and 1950, the 
increase in registrations was 58.4 percent and in pop- 
ulation it was 14.0 percent. The number of persons 
18 years of age and older per automobile registration 
was as low as 1.9 in some States in 1950. 

The motor-vehicle registration years of the States 
vary considerably, but most begin either January 1 or 
April 1. In order to obtain uniformity, the registration 
data given in table MV-1 are for the calendar year. 
Registration practices also vary considerably among 
the States: several register busses with trucks or 
automobiles; some register tractor-semitrailers as 
one unit; others register tractors and semitrailers 
separately. Many States are unable to segregate house 
trailers or other light trailers from heavy commercial 
trailers and semitrailers, and others do not register 
these private utility trailers atall, There are numer- 
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ous variations among the States in the registration of 
taxicabs, station wagons, and special-type vehicles. 
It is therefore necessary in many cases to supplement 
data supplied by the States with information available 
from other sources, 

The motor-vehicle registrations reported do not 
include transfers or reregistrations, Insofar as is 
possible, these and all other items that might cause 
duplication have been removed. 

Tables MV-7, 9, and 10 provide information on 
publicly owned vehicles and on busses and trucks in 
more detail than is given in table MV-1, and table 
MV-11 gives trailer and semitrailer data. The num- 
bers of motor-vehicle operators’ licenses issued in 
1950 and an estimate by the Bureau of Public Roads 
of the numbers in force during the year are given in 
table MV-12. 

Taxes and fees connected with State motor-vehicle 
registrations are given in table MV-2, and special 
taxes on motor carriers are givenintable MC-1. The 
diversity of the numerous taxes and fees collected 
makes it necessary to group them into broad, general 
classes, the most important being registration fees. 
All amounts reported are from taxes or fees levied 
only upon motor-vehicle users, Taxes applicable to 
the general public, and collected from motor-vehicle 
owners as well as others, are not included. The total 
receipts shown in tables MV-2 and MC-1 are motor- 
vehicle and motor-carrier portions, respectively, of 
total State highway-user revenues. Some of these 
revenues are later used for nonhighway purposes, but 
it is their source, rather than the purpose for which 
they are expended, that determines their inclusion 
here. 

The disposition of motor-vehicle revenues and 
descriptions of the bases of distribution are given in 
the section on highway taxation. 

Brief summaries of the automobile andtruck regis - 
tration fee schedules of the States are given in table 
MV-1i03. Items of interest concerning motor-vehicle 
operators’ and chauffeurs’ licenses are presented 
in table MV-104. Both of these tables reflect the 
laws and administrative provisions effective January 
1, 1952. 

The need of weight, taxation, and other information 
of an economic nature relating to trucks has caused 
many States to obtain data on truck weight and capac- 
ity classifications, and for 1950 information was avail- 
able from 27 States. These data, together witha brief 
discussion, are given on pages 32-35. 
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Motor Vehicles 19 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


NUMBER AND CLASSIFICATION OF TRUCKS AND TRACTOR TRUCKS 
REGISTERED IN 1950.27 


TABLE MV=9, 1950 
ISSUED APRIL 1951 


ComPILED FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 


PARTIAL CLASSIFICATION OF 
PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL 
TRUCKS REGISTERED IN 1950 2 


COMPARISON OF TOTAL TRUCK 


REGISTRATIONS 
TOTAL, + 1949-1950 


PRIVATE ALL 
AND TRUCKS 
COMMERC § AL 


TOTAL 
REGIS= 1949 
TERED TRUCK 
REGISe 
TRATIONS 


ALABAMA 
ARI ZONA 
ARKANSAS 
CALIFORNIA 


COLORADO 
CONNECT I CUT 
DELAWARE 
FLORIDA 


GEORGIA 
1OARKO 
ILLINOIS 
1 D1 ANA 


10WA 
KANSAS 
KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 


MAINE 
MARYLAND 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPP! 
MISSOURI 
MONTANA 


REBRASKA 
NEVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEW JERSEY 


NEW MEXICO 
NEW YORK 

NORTH CAROLINA 
WORTH DAKOTA 


OHIO 
OKLAHOMA 
OREGON 
PENNSYLVANIA 


RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE 


TEXAS 
UTAH 
VERMONT 
VIRGINIA 


WASHINGTON 
BEST VIRGINIA 
WI SCONSI M 
TYOul NB 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


174 9303 


1 16,112 
234,019 
41,180 
20,740 


IMOREASE | PERCENT= | tractor | picent? 
DECREASE, a ee TRUCKS ANO 
OTHER 


ALABAMA 
ARIZONA 
ARKANSAS 
CALIFORNIA 


COLORADO 
CONNECTICUT 
DELAWARE 
FLORIDA 


GEORGIA 
IDAHO 
ILLINOIS 
iNDIANA 


1OWA 
KANSAS 
KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 


MAUNE 
MARYLAND 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOLRI 
MONTANA 


NEBRASKA 
NEVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEW JERSEY 


NEW MEXICO 
MEW YORK 
WORTH CAROLINA 
WORTH DAKOTA 


OHIO 


| OKLAHOMA 


OREGON 
PENNSYLVANIA 


RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH DAKOTA 


j TENNESSEE 


TEXAS 
UTAH 
VERMONT 4/ 
VIRGINIA 


WASHING TON 
WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN 
WYOMING 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


A/ THE REGISTRATIONS GIVEN IM THIS TABLE ARE AS REPORTED BY THE STATES VICINITY OF THE OWNER’S FARM WERE INCLUDED + M THE COMPARABLE COLUMN OF 
{1M MOST INSTANCES, BUT HAVE BEEN SUPPLEMENTED IN SOME CASES BY ESTIMATES TABLE MVeQ FOR PRIOR YEARS BUT ARE WOT INCLUDED FOR 1980, THE EXCLUDED 
BASED ON DATA FROM OTHER SOURCES, ~ REGISTRATIONS WERE AS FOLLOWS: COMWECTICUT Reh 8 HAMPSHIRE 3,703; 
DATA FOR MANY STATZS ARE INCOMPLETE, IN THIS PARTIAL CLASSIFICATION, WHEW YVERSEY 8, 7h; NEW YORK 138 RHODE ISLAND 1 
A VEHICLE MAY BE INCLUDED MORE THAN ONCE; FOR INSTANCE, A DIESEL TRACTOR] DOES NOT | NCLUDE Trucks Shorr 1,500 nee rune eaPact TY, WHICH ARE 
TRUCK IW FARM USE COULD APPEAR JN ALL THREE COLUMNS, REGISTERED WITH PASSENGER CARS. 
3/ FARM TRUCKS REGISTERED AT A NOMINAL FEE AND RESTRICTED TO USE IN THE 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


NUMBER AND CLASSIFICATION OF BUSSES REGISTERED IN 1950 _/ 


ComPiLE® FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR TABLE MV=10, 1950 


ISSUED APRIL 1954 
PRIVATELY OWNED PUBLICLY OWNED TOTAL BUSSES 


STATE, COUNTY, AND 
SCHOOL | UNSEGRE= 
pieser, | pusses cAteo | TOTAL. | FEDERAL TOTAL 
BUTANE, 
GASOLINE rt) SCHOOL OTHER 
OTHER 


ALABAMA 1 - 2,577 ALABAMA 
ARI ZONA 682 682 661 90: ARIZONA 
ARKANSAS Ti - 1,388 ARKANSAS 
CALIFORNIA 10,103 | 11,737 6 50 850 CALIFORNIA 
778 
265 298 


SeBr 


COLORADO COLORADO 
CONNECTICUT CONNECTICUT 
DELAWARE DELAWARE 
FLORIDA FLORIDA 
GEORGIA GEORGIA 
IDAHO 
ILLINOIS 
INDIANA 


1O0AHO 
ILLINOIS 
INDIANA 


& 
eee eA 
- ie IL all 


1OwA ; 

KANSAS 835 
KENTUCKY 

LOUISIANA 


OWA 
KANSAS 
KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 


w= 
wo 


MAINE 
MARYLAND 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN 


MAINE 
MARYLAND 
MASSACHUSET TS 
MICHIGAN 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOURI 
MONTAWA 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOURI 
MONTANA 


MEBRASKA 
NEVADA 

WEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEW JERSEY 


NEBRASKA 
NEVADA 

WEW HAMPSHIRE 
WEW JERSEY 


~ = bY 
war! “noe oa 


WEWwW MEXICO WEW MEXICO 

WEW YORK WEW YORK 
WORTH CAROLINA 26 WORTH CAROLINA 
WORTH DAKOTA 88 NORTH DAKOTA 


OHIO OHIO 
OKLAHOMA OKLAHOMA 
OREGOM OREGON 
PEMNSYLVANIA PENNSYLVANIA 


RHODE ISLAND hh RHODE 1SLANO 
SOUTH CAROL! NA SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH DAKOTA 370 391 SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE TENNESSEE 


TEXAS TEXAS 
UTAH UTAH 
VERMONT VERMONT 
VIRGINIA VIRGINIA 


WASHINGTON WASHINGTON 

WEST VIRGINIA WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN WISCONSIN 

WYOMING Téa 26 306 WYOMING 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


1/ THIS TABLE GIVES BUS REGISTRATIONS REPORTEO BY THE STATES, INFORMATIONAL VALUE AS THEY MAY HAVE, 
SUPPLEMENTEO WHERE POSSIBLE BY BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS ESTIMATES 2/ MANY STATES WERE UNABLE TO REPORT SEPARATELY THE BUSSES POWERED 
BASED OM OTHER DATA, THE FIGURES FOR MANY STATES APPEAR QUESTION- BY FUELS OTHER THAN GASOLINE, WHERE NO FIGURE 1S GIVEN IN THIS COLUMN 
ABLE, ANO ARE INCONSISTENT 1M SOME RESPECTS, THEY ARE, HOWEVER, BUSSES POWERED BY FUELS OTHER THAN GASOLINE ARE INCLUDED WITH GASOLINE 
THE BEST AVAILABLE AT THE PRESENT, AND ARE PRESENTED FOR SUCH BUSSES, 


ALABAMA 
AR| ZONA 
ARKANSAS 
CALIFORNIA 


COLORADO 
CONNECTICUT 
DELAWARE 
FLORI OA 


GEORGIA 
1 DAHO 

ILLINOIS 
INDIANA 


10WA 
KANSAS 
KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 


MAINE 
MARYLAND 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOURI 
MONTANA 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


NUMBER AND.CLASSIFICATION OF TRAILERS AND 
SEMITRAILERS REGISTERED IN 1950 


ComPILED FOR CALENDAR YEAR FROM REPORTS OF STATE AUTHORITIES 1/ TABLE MV=11, 1950 


ISSUED MAY 1951 
PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL PUBLICLY OWNED 


| commenciat Tratters | TRAILERS BY STATE, 


BY COUNTY 
TRAILERS UNSEG= FEOERAL ano” 
AND FULL SEul- REGATEO GOVERN= | MUNICIPAL 


SEMI= | TRAILERS | TRAILERS | TRAILERS, MENT GOVERN> 
TRAILERS ETC. aire 


2 


D 
ALABAMA 
ARIZONA 
ARKANSAS 
CALIFORNIA 


COLORADO 
CONNECTICUT 
DELAWARE 
FLORIDA 


GEORGIA 
- 1DAHO 
48,464 60,08; ILLINOIS 
122,763 INDIANA 


se 1OWA 
15, KANSAS 

= 9 | KENTUCKY 
- LOUISIANA 


19,941 MAINE 

14,900 MARYLAND 

50,336 MASSACHUSETTS 
218,366 MICHIGAN 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOURI 
MONTANA 


NEBRASKA 
NEVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEw JERSEY 


NEBRASKA 
NEVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEW JERSEY 


NEW MEXICO 

NEW YORK 

NORTH CAROLINA 
NORTH DAKOTA 


NEW MEXICO 
NEW YORK 
NORTH CAROLINA 
NORTH DAKOTA 


& 


110,314 


= 


OHIO 
OKLAHOMA 
OREGON 
PENNSYLVANIA 


RHODE | SLAND 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE 


°o uae 


OHIO 
OKLAHOMA 
OREGON 
PENNSYLVANIA 


195535 
11,599 
22,591 
86,517 


- 
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RHODE |SLAND 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE 


4 487 
8,844 
32,515 


Boww| vse 


TEXAS 
UTAH 
VERMONT 
VIRGINIA 


WASHINGTON 

WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN 

WYOMING 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


113,481 1 TEXAS 
- 26 UTAH 
6,237 VERMONT 
35,113 VIRGINIA 


38,49 WASHINGTON 
8,946 68 WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN 
11,091 - WYOMING 
1,567 567 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


5379139 1,486,650 | 2,405,214 


y¥ THE AMOUNT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF DATA ON TRAILER REGISTRATIONS VARY AUTOMOBILE TRAILERS, 

GREATLY. OATA ARE REPORTED TO THE EXTENT AVAILABLE, HOUSE TRAILERS ARE CLASSIFIED AS LIGHT CAR TRAILERS IN MANY 
SEVERAL STATES REGISTER TRACTOR@SEMITRAILER COMBINATIONS AS ONE STATES, ANO IN OTHERS THEY ARE NOT REQUIRED TO BE REGISTERED, 

UNIT, SEMITRAILERS REGISTERED AS PARTS OF SUCH UNITS ARE WOT INCLUDED IW 5/ HEAVY SEMITRAILERS ARE REGISTERED WITH THE TRACTOR AS ONE 


THIS TABLE. 


UNIT, AUTOMOBILE TRAILERS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO BE REGISTERED, 


B/ SEVERAL STATES DO NOT REQUIRE THE REGISTRATION OF LIGHT FARM OR 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


MOTOR-VEHIGLE OPERATORS AND CHAUFFEURS LICENSES-1I950 


CoMPILED FOR CALENDAR YEAR FROM REPORTS OF STATE AUTMORITIES _!/ 


LICENSES ISSUED DURING 1950 


TABLE MV=12, 1950 
ISSUED JUNE 1951 


PRIVATE 
LICENSED 
OPERATORS 


ESTIMATED AND 
OPERATORS LICENSES CHAUFFEURS LICENSES 2/ TOTAL COMMERCIAL 
LICENSES IW MOTOR PER 


ALABAMA 2 YEARS 
ARIZONA INDEFINITE 
ARKANSAS 1 YEAR 

CALIFORNIA 4 YEARS 


COLORADO 3 YEARS 
CONNECT ICUT 1 YEAR 
DELAWARE (/) 

FLORIDA 1 YEAR 


FORCE DURING VEHICLES REGISTERED 


REGISTERED MOTOR 


ALABAMA 
ARIZONA 
ARKANSAS 
CALIFORNIA 


COLORADO 
COWMECT ICUT 
DELAWARE 
FLORIDA 


GEORGIA 30,162 (/) 

IDAHO - 2 YEARS 
ILLINOIS - 3 YEARS 
INDI ANA 113,464 2 YEARS 


GEORGIA 
IDAHO 

ILLINOIS 
TMD ELANA 


10WA 2 YEARS 
KANSAS 2 YEARS 
KENTUCKY 1 YEAR 
LOUISIANA 2 YEARS 


1OwA 
KANSAS 
KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 


MAINE = 1 YEAR 
MARY LAND INDEFINITE 
MASSACHUSETTS - YEARS 
MICHIGAN YEARS: 


a8 ae 
*683,457 

#1,772,912 MASSACHUSETTS 
2,885,869 MICHIGAN 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOURI 
MONTANA 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
MESSOURI 
MONT ANA 


NEBRASKA 
NEVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
WEW JERSEY 


NOT REQUIRED NEBRASKA 
7,330 NEVADA 
65,032 . NEW HAMPSHIRE 
WOT REQUIRED WEW JERSEY 


NEW MEXICO 
NEW YORK 

NORTH CAROLINA 
NORTH DAKOTA 


OHIO 
OKLAHOMA 
OREGON 
PENNSYLVANIA 


36,617 WEW MEXICO 

240, 48k WEW YORK 

45,581 WORTH CAROLIKA 
NOT REQUIRED NORTH DAKOTA 


67,588 OHIO 
77,385 50 OKLAHOMA 
50,305 OREGON 

WOT REQUIRED PENNSYLVANIA 


RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE 


NOT REQUIRED 
115,348 


TEXAS 
UTAH 
VERMONT 
VIRGINIA 


2,709 RHODE (8LANO 

3,821 SOUTH CAROLINA 
NOT REQUIRED SOUTH DAKOTA 

1,088 1,059,275 TENNESSEE 


515,703 2,796,862 TEXAS 
(8/) 318,526 UTAH 
WOT REQUIRED 145,000 VERMONT 


54,019 1,173,989 VIRGINIA 


WASH INGTON 
WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN 
WYOMING 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 112 *hAT 


NOT REQUIRED 1,484 736 WASHINGTON 
45,584 682,601 866 | WEST VIRGINIA 

NOT REQUIRED 1,682,978 WISCONSIN 
9,041 182,632 wyoui Na 

NOT REQUIRED 314,037 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Se 


1/ COMPLETE DATA FOR ALL STATES WERE NOT AVAILABLE, 
2/ INCLUDES PUBLIC SERVICE AND OTHER SPECIAL LICENSES THAT ARE 
ISSUED TO OPERATORS OF VEHICLES FOR HIRE. 
ESTIMATED BY THE BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS FROM DATA REPORTED 
BY THE STATES FOR CURRENT AND PREVIOUS YEARS, WO ALLOWAMCE WAS MADE 
FOR DEATHS, EMIGRATION OR REVOCATIONS, CHAUFFEURS* LICENSES HAVE 
NOT BEEN ADDED TO OPERATORS® LICENSES IW THE STATES THAT REQUIRE AN 
OPERATOR'S LICENSE IN ADDITION TO THE CHAUFFEUR'S LICENSE, SUCH 
STATES ARE INDICATED WITH AN ASTERISK (#), (THE FIGURE FOR 
SOUTH DAKOTA IS AN ESTIMATE BY THE BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS OF THE 
NUMBER OF MOTOReVEHICLE OPERATORS IN THAT STATE.) 
LICENSES ARE ISSUED FOR A ONE®YEAR PERIOD BUT DRIVERS MEETING 
CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS AND HAVING A MOTOReVEHICLE OPERATION RECORD 
SHOWING NO PREVIOUS ARREST OR CONVICTION MAY OBTAIN LICENSES FOR AN 
INDEFINITE PERIOD. LICENSES WERE ISSUED AS FOLLOWS: 
ONE YEAR INDEFINITE TOTAL 
OPERATORS 90,094 1,793 91,887 
CHAUFFEURS 23,701 333 2h 11h 
5/ OPERATORS* AND CHAUFFEURS® LICENSES ARE ISSUED FOR A ONE= 
YEAR OR FIVE*YEAR PERIOD AT THE OPTION OF THE APPLICANT. IK ADDI@ 


TION, VETERANS MAY BE ISSUED FREE LICENSES FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD. 


LICENSES WERE ISSUED AS FOLLOWS: 
ONE YEAR FIVE YEAR 


INDEFINITE = TOTAL 

OPERATORS TS ,003 6,686 zeere 820,961 

CHAUFFEURS 66,908 6, 

6/ INCLUDES 38,508 REGISTERED OPERATORS LICENSED FOR A ONE-YEAR 
PERIOD, THESE ARE REQUIRED OF PERSONS WHOSE EMPLOYMENT REQUIRES THE 
OPERATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES OTHER THAN THEIR OWN BUT WHOSE PRINCIPAL 
OCCUPATION 18 NOT THE OPERATION OF SUCH VEHICLES, 

LICENSES ARE ISSUED FOR A ONE@YEAR, TWO=YEAR, OR THREE=YEAR 
PERIOD AT THE OPTION OF THE APPLICANT, LICENSES WERE ISSUED AS 
FOLLOWS: 
ONE YEAR TWO YEARS THREE YEARS TOTAL 

OPERATORS 125.781 29,075 21,581 176,437 

CHAUFFEURS = 31, 307 3,780 1,530 36,617 

8/ THE AMOUNT RECEIVED FROM OPERATORS! AND CHAUFFEURS® 
LICENSES WAS $69,808, BUT NO SEGREGATION BETWEEN OPERATORS ANO 
CHAUFFEURS WAS AVAILABLE, EITHER IN AMOUNTS OR NUMBERS, 
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Highway Statistics, 1950 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


STATE MOTOR-CARRIER TAX RECEIPTS—I950 


ComPiLED FOR CALENDAR YEAR FROM REPORTS OF STATE AUTHORITIES 


TABLE MC-1, 1950 


ISSUED MAY 1951 


PROCEEDS OF STATE IMPOSTS ON MOTOR VEHICLES 
OPERATED FOR HIRE, ANO OTHER MOTOR CARRIERS 1/ 


aah WiLEAcE, SPECIAL LICENSE FEES Pa ea 
AND FRANCHISE TAXES IFICA MISCEL- 
receipts | ‘ON-WILE, y OR PERMIT ISCEL 


ANO 
PASSENGER= ON WEIGHT 
WILE Taxes | OR CAPACITY 


TAXES 


1,000 
DOLLARS 


ALABAMA 

AR | ZONA 
ARKANSAS 
CALIFORNIA 


COLORADO 
CONNECT 1 CUT 
DELAWARE h/ 
FLORIDA 


GEORGIA 
IDAHO 
ILLINOIS h/ 
INDI ANA 


1OWA 
KANSAS 
KENTUCKY 
LOUIS! ANA 


LANEOUS 


ON FLAT FEES RECEIPTS 


1,000 
DOLLARS 


828 | ALABAMA 
935 | ARIZONA 
4 | ARKANSAS 
10,622 | CALIFORNIA 


COLORADO 
CONNECTICUT 
DELAWARE 
FLORIDA 


GEORGIA 
1DAHO 
ILLINOIS b/ 
INDIANA 


MAINE 
MARYLAND 6/ 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOURI 
MONTANA 


NEBRASKA 
NEVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEW JERSEY 


NEW MEXICO 

NEW YORK 

NORTH CAROLINA 
NORTH DAKOTA 


MAINE 
MARYLAND 6/ 
MASSACHUSE TTS 
MICHIGAN 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOURI 
MONTANA 


NEBRASKA 
NEVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEW JERSEY 


NEW MEXICO 
NEW YORK 
NORTH CAROLINA 
NORTH DAKOTA 


OHIO 
OKLAHOMA 
OREGON 
PENNSYLVANIA 


OHIO 
OKLAHOMA 
OREGON 
PENNSYLVANIA 


RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE 


TEXAS 
UTAH 
VERMONT 4/ 
VIRGINIA 


RHODE 1 SLAND 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE 


TEXAS 
UTAH 
VERMONT 
VIRGINIA 


WASHINGTON 

WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN 

WYOMING 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


i COMPLETE CLASSIFICATION OF MOTOR=CARRIER TAX RECEIPTS IS 

NOT AVAILABLE IN ALL STATES, THE CLASSIFIED RECEIPTS, IN SOME 
CASES, INCLUDE MISCELLANEOUS SMALL RECEIPTS NOT CLASSIFIED. 

WUMEROUS STATES IMPOSE TAXES OW THE GROSS RECEIPTS OF 
MOTOR CARRIERS IN CONNECTION WITH GENERAL STATE SALES TAXES OR 
TAXES ON ALL TRANSPORTATION COMPANIES OR PUBLIC UTILITIES,. THIS 
COLUMN INCLUDES ONLY THE PROCEEOS OF GROSS RECEIPTS TAXES 
REPORTEO BY THE STATES AS SPECIAL TAXES ON MOTOR CARRIERS, 

1T 1S SOMETIMES DIFFICULT TO MAKE A DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
THE THREE CLASSES OF RECEIPTS LISTED IN THE THIRD, FOURTH, AND 
FIFTH COLUMNS OF FIGURES, IN GENERAL, THE PROCEEDS OF SPECIAL 
WEIGHT OR CAPACITY TAXES ANO TAXES IMPOSED AT A FLAT RATE PER 


WASHINGTON 

WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN 

WYOMING 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


VEHICLE ARE INCLUDED UNDER SPECIAL LICENSE FEES AND FRANCHISE 
TAXES, APPLICATION OR FILING FEES REQUIRED FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 
CERTIFICATES OF CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY TO COMMON CARRIERS, 
AND CORRESPONDING PERMITS TO CONTRACT ANDO OTHER MOTOR CARRIERS, 
ARE INCLUDED UNDER CERTIFICATE OR PERMIT FEES, 

NO SPECIAL TAXES ON MOTOR CARRIERS WERE REPORTED. 

MOTOR=CARRIER ORI VERS LICENSES, 

G/ TON-MILE ANO PASSENGER=MILE TAXES PAID BY MOTOR CARRIERS 

IN LIEU OF REGISTRATION FEES ARE INCLUDED IN TABLE MV=2, STATE 
MOTOR=VEHICLE RECEIPTS = 1950. 

INCLUDES RECEIPTS FROM MILEAGE TAXES THAT CAN BE PAID IN 
LIEU OF WEIGHT TAXES AT OPTSON OF CARRIER. AMOUNT NOT REPORTED. 
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Highway Statistics, 1950 


TRUCK WEIGHT AND CAPACITY 


Weight or capacity is, generally speaking, the most 
important factor in the State registration of trucks, 
but until recently it has been relatively difficult to ob- 
tain reliable comparative data on truck registrations 
by weight or capacity classifications. Truck regis- 
tration has often been regarded solely as a means of 
tax collection. Since World War II, however, the States 
have been re-examining their policies on both road- 
user taxes and vehicle sizes and weights. Numerous 
States have found it necessary to obtain information 
on truck capacities, use, and tax payments. Some of 
the adjoining tables were supplied by States that have 
made provision to obtain basic truck data annually; the 
remainder are from States that have made special an- 
alyses for legislative or administrative purposes. It 
is probable that increasing use of truck registration 
data will eventually make it necessary for most of the 
States to compile data similar to that presented here. 

There are three major bases for registering trucks: 
manufacturer’s rated capacity (6 States in 1950), empty 
weight of the vehicle, also known as net, unladen, or 


ARKANSAS ILLINOIS 1OWA 


VEHICLES REGISTERED ON THE BASIS OF GROSS WEIGHT 1/ 


curb weight (11 States), and combined weight of vehicle 
and load, known as gross weight (26 States). Consid- 
erable variation among the States in the application of 
these bases makes it difficult to obtain uniform infor- 
mation, Thus several tabulations are presented in 
order to group the States having reasonably similar 
registration characteristics. Within these groups it - 
was necessary to condense the data for some States, 
while for others some items could not be shown, 

Nevertheless, the data presented are in sufficient 
detail to be of value. InStates registering onthe basis 
of the gross weight of vehicle and load, the data show 
that only a very small percentage of the trucks oper- 
ating are in the heavier weight groups. 

-North Dakota authorities supplied a remarkable 
pair of tables showing trucks classified by gross vehi- 
cle weights, segregated by manufacturer’s rated cap- 
acities and also by empty weights. The first table 


shows the wide discrepancy between manufacturer’s 
rated capacities and the gross weights at which the 
vehicles are operated. ; 


TABLE MV-23, 1950 


Chet I As ont PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT 
VEHICLES 
6,000 LBS, AND UNDER 108,633 102,457 
6,001 TO 8,000 Les, (/) a) 
8,001 TO 10,000 LBS, we 33,072 
10,001 TO 12,000 LBS, @ 11,855 
12,001 TO 14,000 LBS, w) 6,665 
14,901 TO 16,000 LBS. @ 8,478 
16,001 TO 18,000 Las. Q@/) 7,332 
18,001 TO 20,000 Les, 19,198 3,538 
20,001 TO 22,000 LBS. @ 
22,001 TO 2h,000 LBS. GW) 
24,001 TO 26,000 LBs. @) 
26,001 TO 30,000 LBS. (@/) 1,131 
30,001 TO 96,000 LBS. w 3,908 
96,001 TO &2,000 Las. 6/ 2,784 1,648 
42,001 LBS, AND OVER Q/ | 10/ 1,112 1,428 
TOTAL 131,727 146,901 


RREKERLE 


Re 


THE STATES IM THIS TABLE REGISTER TRUCK COMBINATIONS (TRACTOR@SEMITRAILER) AS A SINGLE VEHICLE, USING THE COMBINED WEIGHT FOR REGISTRATION PURPOSES, 
DOES NOT INCLUDE 18,280 VEHICLES CARRYING FARM AND FOREST PRODUCTS AND ORES, 
DOES NOT INCLUDE 4,625 FARM VEHICLES, WHICH ARE REGISTERED ON THE BASIS OF MANUFACTURERS RATED CAPACITY AND ARE INCLUDED IN ANOTHER TABULATION, 
VEHICLES FOR THESE CAPACITIES ARE INCLUDED WITH THE NUMBER IN THE NEXT GREATER CAPACITY FOR WHICH DATA ARE GIVEN, 

INCLUDES VEHICLES WITH A GROSS WEIGHT OF 30,001 TO 35,000 POUNDS, 
INCLUDES VEHICLES WITH A GROSS WEIGHT OF 20,001 TO 40,000 POUNDS, 
INCLUDES VEHICLES WITH A GROSS WEIGHT OF 24,001 TO 41,000 POUNDS, 
IMCLUDES VEHICLES WITH A GROSS WEIGHT OF 35,001 TO 40,000 POUNDS, 


THE MAXIMUM PRACTICAL GROSS WEIGHT OF COMBINATIONS PERMITTEO ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
RHODE ISLAND 80,000; TEWNESSEE 42,000; VERMONT 50,000, 


INCLUDES VEHICLES WITH A GROSS WEIGHT OF §0,001 POUNDS AWD OVER, 
INCLUDES VEHICLES WITH A GROSS WEIGHT OF §1,001 POUNDS AND OVER, 


ARKANSAS 64,650 POUNDS; ILLINOIS 72,000; IOWA 60,800; MISSISSIPPI 52,650; WORTH DAKOTA 57,700; 
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42,001 


VEHICLES REGISTERED ON THE BASIS OF GROSS WEIGHT IW NORTH DAKOTA 1/ 


Motor Vehicles 


1950 


GROSS WEIGHT 


LBS. AND UNDER 


TO 8,000 
TO 10,000 
TO 12,000 


TO 14,000 
TO 16,008 
TO 18,000 
TO 20,000 
To 22,000 
T@ 24,000 
TO 26,000 
TO 30,000 
TO 36,000 
TO 42,000 


LBS. AND OVER 3/ 


Les. 
.ss, 
LBs. 


Los. 
Les. 
Les. 
LBs. 
Les. 
Les. 
LBs. 
Les. 
Les. 


Les. 


TOTAL 


NET WEIGHT 2/ 
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TABLE MV-23, 1950 


PART 7 OF 8 


42 
32 oT 


140 117 | 
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62,013 


PERCENT 


0.2 | 0.1 0.1 - 


1/ NORTH DAKOTA REGISTERS TRUCK COMBINATIONS (TRAC TOR-SEMI TRAILER) AS A SINGLE VEMICLE, USING THE COMBINED WEIGHT FOR REGISTRATION PURPOSES, 
2/ OBTAINED FROM STUDY OF REGISTRATION APPLICATIONS, WHICH INDICATE WET WEIGHT. 
3/ THE MAXIMUM PRACTICAL GROSS WEIGHT OF COMBINATIONS PERMITTED 18 57,700 POUNDS, 
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WORTH DAKOTA REGISTERS TRUCK COMBINATIONS (TRACTOR@SEMITRAILER) AS A SINGLE VEHICLE, USING THE 
COMBINED WEIGHT FOR REGISTRATION PURPOSES. 
2/ OBTAINED FROM STUDY OF REGISTRATION APPLICATIONS, BHICH INDICATE THE MANUFACTURERS RATED CAPACITY. 
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VENICLES REGISTERED ON THE BASIS OF GROSS WEIGHT IM WORTH DAKOTA 1/ 
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THE MAXIMUM PRACTICAL GROSS WEIGHT OF COMBINATIONS PERMITTED IS 57,700 POUNDS. 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


TRUCKS OWNED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT _Y 


CLASSIFIED BY WEIGHT GROUPS 
TABLE MV-24, 1950 


MANUFACTURERS AUTHORIZED MAXIMUM GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT RATING, IN POUNDS 2/ 


THAN 
10,000 
evw 


(wmper 1 TON) 


ALABAMA 
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CALIFORNIA 


COLORADO 
CONNECTICUT 
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INDIANA 
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KENTUCKY 
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MAINE 

MARY LAND 
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MICHIGAN 


MIWNESOTA _ 
Mi881831PPi 
uIssour! 


WEG HAMPSHIRE 
WEW JERSEY 


WEW MEXICO 
WEW YORK 
WORTH CAROLINA 
NORTH DAKOTA 


Onto 
OKLANOMLA, 
OREGON 
PEMMBYLVAMIA 


RHODE ISLAND 
GOUT CAROLINA 
BOUTH DAKOTA 
TEWNESSEE 


VIRGINIA 


WASHINGTON 

WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN 

wyow Ina 

OIGTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


V/ «OWLY THE VEHICLES OF THE CIVILIAN BRANCHES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERMENT ARE GIVEN 1 THI® TABLE. VEHICLES OF THE MILITARY SERVICES ARE NOT INCLUDED, 


B/ THE EQUIVALENT MAMUFACTURERS RATED CAPACITY RATINGS ARE GIVEN IM PARENTHESES FOR EACH GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT GROUP, 


Motor Vehicles 


TRAFFIC CHARACTERISTICS 


The assembly of information ona National basis on 
volumes and characteristics of traffic using highways 
began in 1936 when Federal-aid funds were first made 
available for engineering and economic investigations. 
The scope of these studies varies somewhat in each 
State depending on the local needs for information. 

Traffic volume informafion is obtained from auto- 
matic traffic recorders operated continuously on rural 
roads of each State, totaling over 800. These are gen- 
erally supplemented with a program of manual classi- 
fication counts conducted seasonally for determining 
the proportions of different vehicle types. 

Weights of commercial vehicles using rural roads 
were first obtained in 1936 and have been obtained an- 
nually since 1942. This series of weighings has given 
information on the loadings of trucks and frequencies 
of heavy loads. 


TRUCK OPERATION 


The operation characteristics of trucks and com- 
binations on main rural roads is summarized for the 
several regions inthe United States on page 38. Trucks 
and combinations hauled 36 percent more ton-mileage 
of freight in 1950 than in 1949 and over 100 percent 
more than in 1941. This increase resulted largely 
from an increased usage of commercial vehicles of all 
types, but particularly from the greater proportionate 
use of combinations. The average carried load for all 
trucks and combinations in 1950 was 10 percent above 
that in 1949 and 55 percent above the 1941 figure. An- 
other important factor in the increase in ton-mileage 
has been the increase in the percentage of trucks and 
truck combinations that are loaded, which, from 1949 
to 1950, increased from 51.6 to 53.9 percent of all 
such vehicles. 

The frequency of heavy gross loads has been in- 


creasing, with the occurrence of loads of 30,000 pounds 
or more per 1,000 vehicles being 26 percent more in 
1950 than in 1949, and almost 30 percent more thanin 
1945, the previous year of highest frequency of such 
loads, The increase in frequency of loads of 50,000 
pounds and over per 1,000 vehicles is even more strik- 
ing, the 1950 figure being 61 percent above that in 1949 
and 152 percent above 1945. 

There are indications that more attention is being 
given to proper load distribution and observance of 
axle-load restrictions, since there is a leveling offin 
the frequency of heavy axle loads. The frequency of 


. axles weighing 20,000 pounds and over was lower in 


1950 than in 1948. 
TRAFFIC SPEEDS 


The average speed of vehicles on the main rural 
highways during 1950 was 47.6 miles per hour, the 
same as in 1949, Speeds for passenger cars, trucks, 
and busses remained about the same during the two 
years. 

The chart on page 40 shows the changes that have 
occurred since 1941 in the average speeds of the three 
types of vehicles. It also shows the changes in the 
proportion of vehicles exceeding 50 miles per hour. 

By 1950, speeds had completely recovered from 
the effect of World War II restrictions. Passenger 
cars averaged 0.7 mile per hour faster thanat the end 
of 1941, while busses averaged 0.9 mile per hour slow- 
er. The most significant difference is in the average 
speed of trucks, which was 2.6 miles per hour faster 
than at the end of 1941. While slight changes have oc- 
curred inthe percentages of passenger cars and busses 
exceeding 50 miles per hour, the percentage of trucks 
exceeding 50 miles per hour has increased froma pre- 
war figure of 9 percent to 15 percent in 1950. 
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HIGHWAY TAXATION 


A highway-user tax is defined as a special tax or 
fee paid by motor-vehicle users, because of their use 
of the highways. These taxes include motor -fuel taxes, 
motor-vehicle registration and associated fees, and 
special taxes applicable only to motorcarriers, This 
group of taxes is in addition to, and does not include, 
property, sales, or other taxes paid by the general 
public. It also excludes tolls levied for the use of 
special facilities. 

The proceeds of special imposts on highway users 
comprise the principal source of State revenue for 
highways. They accounted for nearly $2.6 billion of 
revenue in 1950, or 72 percent of all State receipts 
(including Federal funds) applicable tohighways. This 
was an increase of 11 percent over 1949 collections, 
and 78 percent over the prewar high of 1941. Only 
about half of this revenue, however, was allotted for 
State highway improvements and repairs, including 
$801 million available for new construction, The re- 
mainder was allocated for local roads andstreets, for 
nonhighway purposes, and for costs of collecting the 
highway-user taxes, The distribution of net receipts 
(after deduction of collection costs) was as follows: 


millions 
For State highway construction. ..... $801 
For State highway maintenance and 
AGM IMSELALION + /-F.-y0- "es he ich ei= eh 586 
For all other State highway purposes... 211 
For local roads and streets ........ 672 
For nonhighway purposes.......... 217 


Disposition of the motor-fuel tax is reported in 
table G-3, that of motor-vehicle registration fees in 
table MV-3, and that of motor-carrier taxes in table 
MC-2. The purpose of these tables and of table DF, 
which is a summary of them, is to followthe proceeds 
of the individual highway-user taxes to their eventual 
allocation for specific purposes. The funds allocated 
for various purposes as shown on these four tables 
are in agreement with the highway-user revenues as 
reported in the State highway finance (SF) tables. 

In many States, specific revenues or portions of 
revenues from each type of highway-user taxare ded- 
icated to particular highway purposes. A number of 
States, however, place all highway-user revenues ina 
general highway fund, and a few have a general State 
fund into which go many types of revenues for general 
purposes, including highways. For the latter group of 


41 


States, each appropriation or expenditure for highway 
purposes is considered to have been made from motor- 
fuel taxes, motor-vehicle registration fees, and motor- 
carrier taxes in proportion to the relative amounts of 
revenue received from each of these three sources. 

In some States a portion of highway -user revenues 
has been allocated to the State general fund or for 
other nonhighway purposes. In a few of these States, 
there have been general-fund appropriations for high- 
way purposes. Since these appropriations usually rep- 
resent revenue from a nonhighway source, they have 
been offset, in the Bureau of Public Roads analyses, 
against the nonhighway allocations of highway-user 
revenues, 


PROVISIONS GOVERNING DISPOSITION 


To supplement the tables showing the amounts of 
motor-fuel taxes distributed, table G-106 gives the 
legal or administrative provisions for allocating these 
revenues. Similar tables (MV-106 and MC-106) des- 
scribe the legislative provisions for the allocation of 
motor-vehicle registration fees and motor-carrier 
taxes, respectively. 


FEDERAL EXCISE TAXES 


Federal excise taxes on motor vehicles, gasoline, 
and other products closely associated with the use of 
motor vehicles, are considered to be general excises, 
and have no legal connection with Federal aid for high- 
ways. A large amount of revenue, however, is col- 
lected from these taxes. The fact that it is derived 
primarily from highway users has made it a subject 
of considerable interest. 

The total revenues from the Federal excise taxes 
on gasoline, motor vehicles, tires, tubes, and acces- 
sories are given in table E-3A, and the portions esti- 
mated to have been paid by highway users are givenin 
table E-3B. In table E-4 are given the amounts of the 
Federal excise revenues estimated to have been con- 
tributed in the final instance by consumers in each 
State. These estimated payments differ considerably 
from the actual collections in the various States by the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue, since the tax is collected 
in the first instance at the point of manufacture or 
production. The Federal excise tax rates, together 
with their history, are given in table E-101. 
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Highway Taxation 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


ESTIMATED AMOUNTS OF FEDERAL MOTOR-VEHICLE EXCISE TAXES 
PAID BY HIGHWAY USERS-—1950 _!/ 


TABLE E=h, 1950 
AUGUST 1951 


MOTOR VEHICLES AND PARTS 


GASOLINE 


1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
DOLLARS DOLLARS DOLLARS DOLLARS 


ALABAMA 
ARIZONA 
ARKANSAS 
CALIFORNIA 


COLORADO 
CONNECT ICUT 
DELAWARE 
FLORIDA 


GEORGIA 
IDAHO 
ILLINOIS 
INDIANA 


1OWA 
KANSAS 
KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 


MAINE 
MARYLAND 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOURI 
MONTANA 


NEBRASKA 
NEVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEW JERSEY 


NEW MEXICO 

NEW YORK 

NORTH CAROLINA 
NORTH DAKOTA 


OHIO 
OKLAHOMA 
OREGON 
PENNSYLVANIA 


RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE 


TEXAS 
UTAH 
VERMONT 
VIRGINIA 


WASHINGTON 

WEST VIRGINIA 

WISCONSIN 

WYOM I NG 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 2,798 
186 


CONTINENTAL U.S, 508, 


166 1h 
1,17 92 


41/ BOTH THE HIGHWAY=#USER PORTION OF TOTAL TAXES PAID AND THE DISTRIBUTION BY STATES WERE ESTIMATED BY THE BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS, 
BASED ON U.S, BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE COLLECTIONS, AMOUNTS PAID ON U.S. GOVERNMENT PURCHASES, AS ESTIMATED BY THE BUREAU OF PUBLIC 
ROADS, HAVE BEEN EXCLUDED. 
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HIGHWAY FINANCE 


STATE HIGHWAY FINANCE 


State income and expenditures for highways are 
reported in tables SF-1 through 6, and the receipts 
and disbursements for collecting and administering 
highway-user taxes are given in tables SF-9 and 10. 
Income, expenditures, and debt of counties and other 
local rural units and of municipalities are reported 
on pages 97-104. 

Tables SF-1 and 2summarize the receipts and dis- 
bursements of all State highway-user taxes, including 
any portions used for nonhighway purposes, and all 
other income (including Federal aid) available to the 
States for highways. Also included are the transactions 
of interstate and intrastate toll facilities operated by 
State or quasi-State agencies. In tables SF-3 and 4 
are recorded the portions of these revenues and ex- 
penditures for roads and streets under State control. 
The amounts exclusive of toll facility revenues and 
expenditures are shown in tables SF-3A and 4A; the 
detailed transactions of special toll authorities are 
given in tables SF-3B and 4B. Tables SF-5 and6 give 
the portions of the States’ income and expenditure that 
were for local roads and streets, 

In 1950, State revenue for highways, including road- 
user revenues, the sale of bonds, general revenues 
appropriated, and Federal aid, reacheda gross total of 
$3,613 million, but $226 million of this total amount, 
derived from road-user taxes, was used under State 
laws for nonhighway purposes, thus reducing the net 
total to $3,387 million. Of total revenues, 73 percent 
was derived from current State taxes comprising lev- 
ies on motor fuel (46 percent), motor -vehicles (25 per- 
cent), and motor-carriers (1 percent), and appropri- 
ations from general funds together with other State 
taxes accounting for 1 percent. Revenue from road, 
bridge, and ferry tolls provided 2 percent ofthe total. 
The remaining 25 percent consisted of Federal funds 
(12 percent), bonds (11 percent), and miscellaneous 
(2 percent). 

State disbursements for highways totaled $3,336 
million in 1950, of which $1,649 million were expend- 
ed for highway construction, an increase of 11 percent 
over the previous year, Allocations of State revenues 
to local governments for highway purposes totaled 
$619 million, or 17 percent of total disbursements. 
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STATE OBLIGATIONS FOR HIGHWAYS 


Tables SB-1, 2, 2A, and 3 present information on 
State obligations for highways issued and redeemed 
during 1950, and outstanding at the end ofthe year, in- 
cluding State-assumed local obligations, State issues 
for local roads, and obligations of the State to reim- 
burse local governments for their contributions tothe 
cost of State highways or local roads and streets now 
on the State system. Special toll-revenue issues for 
bridges and other highway facilities are included only 
if the facilities are administered by State or by quasi- 
State agencies. A distinction has been made in table 
SB-2 between general obligations backed by the full 
credit of the State and limited obligations for which 
only specific revenues have been pledged. 

The obligations of certain special authorities of 
considerable importance, such as the Golden Gate 
Bridge and Highway District andthe Triborough Bridge 
and Tunnel Authority, are not included in these tables 
because the obligations do not come within the cate- 
gory of State debt for highways. 

Table SB-5, showing future annual debt-service re- 
quirements, was last published in ‘‘Highway Statistics, 
1949,’’ This table will again be published in ‘‘Highway 
Statistics, 1951.’’ 

The total outstanding highway debt of State and 
quasi-State agencies at the end of 1950 was $2,141 
million. Deducting $276 million in sinking fund and 
debt reserves, the net State debt for highways was 
$1,865 million, a 15-percent increase over 1949. 
These amounts are itemized in table SB-2. 


STATE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT AWARDS 


Table CA-3 reports highway construction contract 
awards and force account authorizations by State agen- 
cies for highways. The $1,515 million total awards 
for 1950 exceeded those of 1949 by $328 million, or 
28 percent. During the first 10 months of 1951, awards 
amounted to $1,171 million, compared with $1,256 
million for the same period of 1950. The mileages 
shown in these tables do not represent construction 
put in place during the period, since many projects 
require more than one construction season for com- 
pletion. 


1950 
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Highway Statistics, 1950 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED BY 
STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS ly 


TABLE CA=3, 1 
CALENDAR YEAR 1950 ISSUED eer | pa 


PROJECTS FINANCED PARTIALLY OR PROJECTS FINANCED 
ENTIRELY WITH FEDERAL FUNDS WITHOUT FEDERAL FUNOS TOTAL, ALL PROJECTS 


AE sane FEDERAL 
PROVECTS ae 
1,000 1,000 


ALABAMA 
ARIZONA 
ARKANSAS 
CALIFORNIA 


Ee 


i 
@ 


COLORADO 
CONNEC TICUT. 
DELAWARE 
FLORIDA 


Gey 


= 
. 


GEORGIA 
IDAHO 
ILLINOIS 
IND LANA 


22,917 
10,440 
26,106 
23,493 


ei 


1OWA 
KANSAS 
KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 


Ls) 
. 
~ 


Ld 
BSR) sess 


MAINE 
MARYLAND 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN 


w 
Ww 
Nn 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOURI 
MONTANA 


NEBRASKA 
NEVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEW JERSEY 


wave | eke 8 | 88Se) SESE) SS 


NEW MEXICO 

NEW YORK 
NORTH CAROLINA 
NORTH DAKOTA 


= = 
-_ Ny = 
23 orrw 


Fe 8 
ni 
RB 


OHIO 
OKLAHOMA 
OREGON 
PENNSYLVANIA 


RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE 


83/8 
i Bea 


$ 


TEXAS 
UTAH 
VERMONT 
VIRGINIA 


Suz5 | 8 


WASHINGTON 

WEST VIRGINIA 

WISCONSIN 

WYOM I NG 55 
2h 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 11 21 


4/ CONTRACTS AWARDED AND FORCE ACCOUNT WORK AUTHORIZED BY STATE AGENCIES FOR HIGHWAYS, INCLUDING FEDERAL@STATE, FEDERAL=STATELOCAL, AND 
STATE*LOCAL COOPERATIVE WORK, AND A SMALL AMOUNT BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR NATIONAL PARK AND FOREST ROADS, WORK ON LOCAL ROADS AND 
STREETS 1S INCLUDED ONLY WHEN CONTRACTED OR PERFORMED BY THE STATE OR WHEN FEDERAL FUNDS ARE INVOLVED, 

2/ CONTRACTS AWARDED FOR SPECIAL TOLL FACILITIES ARE INCLUDED AS FOLLOWS: COLORADO, OENVER-SOULDER TOLL ROAD $1,895,000; DELAWARE, 
DELAWARE MEMORIAL BRIDGE $2,648,000; FLORIDA, TAMPA BAY BRIOGE $1,285,000, ST. JOHN'S RIVER BRIDGE (JACKSONVILLE) $10,966,000; NEW JERSEY, 
TURNPIKE AUTHORITY $159,747,000, APPROACH TO EASTON=PHILLIPSBURG BRIDGE $962,000, DELAWARE RIVER BRIDGE (TRENTON-MORRISVILLE) $5,019,000; 

NEW YORK, CAPTREE STATE PARKWAY $3,8%7,000; PENNSYLVANIA, WESTERN TURNPIKE EXTENSION $41,516,000, 
LESS THAN ONE MILE, 

h/ INCLUDES 325 FORCE ACCOUNT PROJECTS TOTALING $6,323,000. (7 PROJECTS TOTALING $196,000 WERE OMITTED FROM PREVIOUS MONTH'S CUMULATIVE 
TOTAL.) 

5/ INCLUDES 3,065 FORCE ACCOUNT PROJECTS TOVALING $62,284,000, 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED BY 
STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS _/ 


JANUARY - OCTOBER TABLE CA-3, 1951 
1951 ISSUED NOVEMBER, 1951 


PROJECTS FINANCED PARTIALLY OR PROJECTS FINANCED 


TOTAL, ALL PROJECTS 
ENTIRELY WITH FEDERAL FUNDS WITHOUT FEDERAL FUNDS 


1,000 1,000 1,000 
DOLLARS DOLLARS DOLLARS 


ALABAMA 5,853 : 16,071 
ARIZONA 4, k65 7,489 
ARKANSAS 4,628 11,093 
CALIFORNIA 27,415 


5,037 
4,127 

652 
6,417 


GEORGIA 
IDAHO 
ILLINOIS 
16D IANA 


10WA 
KANSAS 
KENTUCKY 
LOUIS 1AWA 


MAINE 
MARYLAND 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN 


MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOURI 
MONTANA 


OHIO 

OKLAHOMA 
OREGON 2,925 
PENNSYLVANIA 8&9 2/ 51,626 


RHODE ISLAND 9 315 
SOUTH CAROL INA 6,927 
SOUTH DAKOTA 1,293 
TENNESSEE 8,701 


TEXAS 
UTAH 
VERMONT 
VIRGINIA 


WASHINGTON 

WEST VIRGIMIA 
WISCOMS IM 

WYOM I N@ 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


LOCAL, AMD STATE-LOCAL COOPERATIVE WORK, AND A SMALL AMOUNT BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR NATIONAL PARK AMD FOREST ROADS, WORK ON 
LOCAL ROADS AMD STREETS 1S INCLUDED ONLY WHEN CONTRACTED OR PERFORMED BY THE STATE OR WHEN FEDERAL FUNDS ARE INVOLVED. 

2/ CONTRACTS AWARDED FOR SPECIAL TOLL FACILITIES ARE INCLUDED AS FOLLOWS: COLORADO, DENVER-BOULDER TOLL ROAD $2,664,000; DELAWARE, 
DELAWARE MEMORIAL BRIDGE $1,509,000; FLORIDA, JACKSONVILLE-GILMER STREET BRIDGE $1,180,000, LOWER TAMPA BAY BRIDGE $11,730,000; MARYLAND, 
CHESAPEAKE @AY BRIDGE $1,400,000; MISSISSIPPI, BAY ST. LOUIS BRIDGE $6,062,000; NEW JERSEY, TURN PIRE AUTHORITY $4,140,000, DELAWARE 
RIVER JOINT TOLL BRIDGE COMMISSION $6,357,000; MEW YORK, CAPTREE STATE PARKWAY $1,897,000; OKLAHOMA, TOLL ROAD $11,897,000; PENNSYLVANIA, 
DELAWARE RIVER BRIDGE (PHILADELPHIA - CAMDEN) $1,523,000. 

LESS THAN OWE MILE. 
4/ \WCLUDES 284 FORCE ACCOUNT PROJECTS TOTALIMG $7,236,000. 
5/ INCLUDES 3486 FORCE ACCOUNT PROJECTS TOTAL ING $66;238, 000. 


96 


Highway Statistics, 1950 
LOCAL ROAD AND STREET FINANCE 


Highway receipts and disbursements of the coun- 
ties and other local rural units of government during 
their 1949 fiscal years are reportedintables LF-R-1, 
LF-D-1, and LF-D-2. Information regarding local 
rural highway debt issued, redeemed, and outstanding 
in 1949 is given intable LD-C-1. Similar information 
for incorporated and other urban places is reported 
in tables UF-R-1, UF-D-1, UF-D-2, and UD-C-1. 
In general, the local fiscal year ending June 30, 1949, 
or the fiscal year most nearly corresponding to the 
calendar year was used in compiling the information. 


SOURCES AND LIMITATIONS OF DATA 


Through their State-wide highway planning surveys, 
the State highway departments in almost all States 
compile annual information regarding the financing of 
highways by local ruralandurban governments. How- 
ever, rural data for only 41 States and urban data for 
only 35 States were received in time for inclusion in 
these tables. Information for the missing States was 
estimated, using published reports, data for other 
years, and any other information available, and is 
reported in total only. 

The accuracy ofthe reported information is limited 
by the inadequacies of the financial records maintained 
by the local units. Frequently, the data pertaining to 
highway operations are not completely segregated from 
other public works functions or are not classified by 
system and purpose. 

The reported information regarding receipts from 
local highway-user imposts is not complete. Often, 
local imposts on highway users are for general local 
purposes and the proceeds of such imposts are not 
placed in road or streetfunds, The reported informa- 
tion regarding receipts from parking meters is also 
incomplete, 

Complete information regarding expenditures for 
allied functions such as street lighting, storm sewers, 
and sidewalks is not reported for all States. In some 
instances, expenditures for some or all of these pur- 
poses have been excluded from the reported data while 


in others they could not be segregated from expendi- 
tures for street construction and maintenance. 


INTERGOVERNMENTAL TRANSFERS 


Complete agreement among the State and the local 
tables with respect to intergovernmental transfers is 
not possible. Differences in fiscal periods covered, 
as well as failure of some local recordsto segregate 
all transfers to other units from direct expenditures, 
account for much of this disagreement. 

The treatment of so-called ‘‘reimbursement obli- 
gations”’ in the tables for the local rural units also 
introduces an apparent disagreement between the local 
finance and State finance tables. State payments to 
reimburse local governments for their contributions 
to the cost of roads now on the State systems are 
reported as debt service payments on reimbursement 
obligations in table SF-4. In the States in which the 
reimbursement payments bear little, if any, relationto 
the local debt incurred in contributing to the cost of 
present State highways, as in Kansas and Missouri, 
the reimbursement received from the State is con- 
sidered to be aid for local roads and is included inthe 
receipts from the States reported in table LF-R-1. 

In those States in which the State reimbursement 
payments are the amounts required for principal and 
interest payments on local debt issued to provide funds 
for State administered highways, as in Delaware and 
Iowa, the outstanding local debt for which the State 
has assumed responsibility and all transactions relat- 
ing thereto are omitted from the local finance tables, 
However, in three other States—Tennessee, Texas, 
and Wisconsin—in which the reimbursement payments 
are related to local debt service requirements, the 
outstanding local debt being serviced with State funds 
is reported as local debt in the local finance tables, 
Therefore, the receipts from the State reported for 
Tennessee, Texas, and Wisconsin in table LF-R-1 
include amounts received for principal and interest 
payments on local debt issued to provide funds for 
State highways. 
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MILEAGE OF PUBLIC ROADS AND STREETS 


During 1950 the State highway departments built 
more than 55,000 miles of roads and streets, an in- 
crease of 22 percent over the 45,000 miles constructed 
in 1949. Approximately 6 percent of the construction 
involved the grading and draining of earth roads; 32 
percent of the mileage was soil-surfaced or improved 
with gravel, slag, and other material available locally; 
60 percent was of bituminous types (in many instances 
over old portland cement concrete and other types of 
surfaces); and 2 percent of the roads constructed dur- 
ing the year were built of portland cement concrete, 
While bituminous surfaces constituted 60 percent of 
the mileage built, slightly less than two-thirds (37 
percent of all roads constructed) consisted of surfaces 
usually classified as low type. High-type bituminous 
construction, plus the portland cement concrete high- 
ways, accounted for 25 percent of the total mileage 
built by the States in 1950. A comparison of the types 
of roads built during 1930, 1940, and 1950 follows: 


1930 1940 1950. 
Graded and drained..... 7,813 2,207 3,364 
Soil-surfaced and gravel .15,306 17,133 17,564 
Low-type bituminous. ... 1,371 17,934 20,303 
High-type bituminous.... 1,973 3,335 12,876 
Portlandcement concrete . 8,651 1,632 1,380 
Miscellaneous pavements . 163 353 - 
Total 35,277 32,594 55,487 


Of the 52,123 miles of roads surfaced during 1950, 
less than 2 percent provideda capacity of four or more 
traffic lanes. By far the larger portion of today’s 
construction is the rebuilding and modernizing of older 
roads. Most of this construction does not result inan 
increase in the mileage of surfaced highways. It does, 
however, provide wider and safer roads with grade 
and alinement that can serve more vehicles at higher 
speeds than the roads they replaced. Most of the new 
heavy-traffic roads being built have 11- or 12-foot 
lanes, compared with the 9- or 10-foot lanes common 
in earlier years. 
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STATE-ADMINISTERED HIGHWAYS 


The mileage of roads and streets for which the 
States are responsible showed an increase of 9,700 
miles, or 1.6 percent, in 1950, compared with 1949. 
This increase is due, in part, to the transfer of local 
mileage into the State systems under the Federal-aid 
secondary program, The tables of the SMseries pro- 
vide. data on classification of systems, surface types, 
and widths. Although the surface-type classification 
indicates the physical characteristics of the existing 
roadway, the adequacy or condition of the surface can- 
not be determined from the data. 

The widths of existing surfaced State highways are 
expressed as percentages of total mileage for each 
system, as follows: 


Width Rural Rural Urban Total 
infeet_ Primary Secondary eee, 
Under 20... 36.9 79.9 22.0 48.2 
20=—21. . 5... 33.3 12.5 19.2 26.5 
oP} eSB oo 12.3 2.2 6.1 9.0 
23—-26..... 11.6 3.6 10.3 9.2 
2Tandover _ 5.9 patle6 42.4 pata 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 


MILEAGE OF ALL ROADS AND STREETS 


The latest available data for mileage of rural roads 
classified by type of surface are shown intable RM-3. 
Table LM-O reports the mileage of rural roads under 
local control, representing approximately 79 percent 
of all rural mileage. Road mileage in Federal and 
State parks, forests, etc., which does not form a part 
of the designated State or local systems, is given in 
table CSM. 

The mileages of all rural and all urban highways 
classified by governmental unit or control, by system, 
and by type of surface are given in tables M-1, M-2, 
and M-3. 
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128 Highway Statistics, 1950 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


RURAL AND URBAN MILEAGE - 1949 


EXISTING RURAL AND URBAN MILEAGE IN THE UNITED STATES 
CLASSIFIED BY TYPE OF SURFACE _l/ 


TABLE M=3, 1949 
CoMPILED FOR LATEST AVAILABLE YEAR FROM STATE HIGHWAY PLANNING SURVEY DATA ISSUED DECEMBER 1950 


ALABAMA ALABAMA : 
ARI ZONA ARIZONA 
ARKANSAS 2 ARKANSAS 
CALIFORNIA CALIFORNIA 


COLORADO COLORADO 
CONNECTICUT 88 CONNECTICUT 
DELAWARE 3,298 DELAWARE 
FLORIDA : FLORIDA 


GEORGIA GEORGIA 
IDAHO 1O0AHO 
ILLINOIS 5 ILLINOIS 
INDIANA INDIANA 


1OWA 1OWA 
KANSAS KANSAS 
KENTUCKY KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 6,098 LOUIS! ANA 


MAINE MAINE 
MARYLAND 298 MARYLAND 
MASSACHUSE TTS MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN 3 MICHIGAN 


MINNESOTA MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOURI MISSOURI 
MONTANA MONTANA 


NEBRASKA NEBRASKA 
NEVADA NEVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 696 NEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEW JERSEY 298 NEW JERSEY 


NEW MEXICO NEW MEXICO 
NEW YORK NEW YORK 
NORTH CAROLINA NORTH CAROLINA 
NORTH DAKOTA NORTH DAKOTA 


OHIO 104,821 OHIO 
OKLAHOMA 101,968 OKLAHOMA 
OREGON 57545 5,708 OREGON 
PENNSYLVANIA 103,728 PENNSYLVANIA 


RHODE ISLAND RHODE ISLANO 
SOUTH CAROLINA 366 SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH DAKOTA SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE A TENNESSEE 


TEXAS 

UTAH 

VERMONT 
VIRGINIA VIRGINIA 


WASHINGTON WASHINGTON 

WEST VIRGINIA WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN WISCONSIN 

WYOMING WYOM I NG 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


IN SOME STATES, THE SURFACE=TYPE CLASSIFICATIONS OF CITY STREETS HAVE BEEN ESTIMATED, 

CONSISTS OF STABILI ZED=SOIL, SLAG, GRAVEL, OR STONE SURFACES, 

CONSISTS OF BI TUMI NOUS-TREATED AND MIXED BITUMINOUS SURFACES, 

CONSISTS OF BITUMINOUS PENETRATION, BITUMINOUS CONCRETE, SHEET ASPHALT, PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE, BRICK, AND BLOCK SURFACES, 
INCLUDES 230 MILES OF STATE PARK, FOREST, AND RESERVATION ROADS NOT CLASSIFIED BY SURFACE TYPE. 


FEDERAL AID 


FEDERAL-AID SYSTEM MILEAGE 


The Federal-aid highway system consists of ap- 
proximately 235,000 miles of rural roads and city 
streets. These roads, selected jointly by the States 
and the Federal Government, are almost entirely on 
the State highway systems and are part of and not in 
addition to the State mileages given in the mileage 
section of this bulletin. 

As of June 30, 1951, the Federal-aid secondary 
system (authorized by the Federal-aid Highway Act of 
1944) consisted of 417,000 miles, approximately 46 
percent on State systems andthe remaining 54 percent 
on county or other local systems. 


CURRENT FEDERAL-AID CONSTRUCTION 


Under the Federal-aid Highway Act of 1950, Con- 
gressional authorizations of $500 million were made 
available for each of the fiscal years 1952 and 1953 
for construction and reconstruction of highways onthe 
approved Federal-aid systems. 

The apportionment of the authorization for the fiscal 
year 1952 is given on page 135. This is the statutory 
distribution of the authorized Federal-aid funds, and 
should not be confused with payments to the States 
for work completed. (The payment of Federal funds 
during 1950 appears as income to the States in table 
SF-1, and in other tables of the SF series, in the 


129 


highway finance section of this bulletin.) Although an 
apportionment is made for each year, considerable 
flexibility in expending the funds is permitted inorder 
to allow the States sufficient time for orderly planning 
and budgeting of their highway construction, 

Federal funds are available for expenditure only. 
on the designated Federal-aid systems, and in general 
must be matched by an equal amount of State or local 
funds. Federal aid may not be expended for mainte- 
nance, The cost of most Federal-aid projects is paid 
initially out of State highway funds, or in some cases 
by counties or other local governments. The Federal 
share is paid as reimbursement to the States as the 
work progresses, with final payment made upon com- 
pletion. 

The increase in construction and maintenance unit 
costs in recent years is illustrated in the tables on 
pages 137 and 138. The average hourly wage rates on 
Federal-aid projects are given on page 139. In addi- 
tion to these tables the average employment during 
1950 on Federal-aid and non-Federal-aid projects is 
given, by States, in the table on page 140. 

Federal-aid projects completed during 1950 totaled 
19,876 miles. The details of this construction are 
given in the tables on pages 132 and 133, It should be 
noted that this mileage is not additive to that shown in 
the SMB series of tables (mileage built by State high- 
way departments) but is included in the total of 55,487 
miles built during the year as given in table SMB-1. 
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Highway Statistics, 1950 


Department of Commerce 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


MILEAGE OF DESIGNATED FEDERAL HIGHWAY SYSTEMS 


AS OF JUNE 30, 


195 


Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 

California 


Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 


Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 


Maine Maine 
Maryland Maryland 
Massachusetts Massachusetts 
Michigan Michigan 


Minnesota Minnesota 
Mississippi Mississippi 
Missouri Missouri 


Montana Montana 


Nebraska Nebraska 
Nevada Nevada 

New Hampshire New Hampshire 
New Jersey New Jersey 


New Mexico 
New York 

North Carolina 
North Dakota 


Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 


Rhode Island Rhode Island 
South Carolina South Carolina 
South Dakota South Dakota 


Tennessee Tennessee 


Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 


Washington Washington 
West Virginia West Virginia 
Wisconsin 432 Wisconsin 
Wyoming 535 Wyoming 


Alaska 

Hawaii 

District of Columbia 
Puerto Rico 


An 96 
Alaska - 388 
Hawaii ge = 
District of Columbia an - 
Puerto Rico a 134 1 rel 


1/ "Urban area" as herein used refers to designated areas around and including mmmicipalities and other urban 
places of 5,000 or more. Routes of the Federal-aid highway system in urban areas include urban extensions 
of the rural Federal-aid highway system and other arterial and circumferential highways. 


f 2/ Forest Highway system not yet designated. 
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Federal Aid 135 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


FEDERAL HIGHWAY FUNDS APPORTIONED DURING 
THE CALENDAR YEAR 1950 


Federal Funds Authorized for the Fiscal Year 1952 


Federal-aid Funds = 


State . 
or Primary Secondary Total 2/ 
Territory ($225,000, 000) | ($150,000, 000) regs cee, 000) (3 $500, 000,000)] (320,000,000) 


Alabama $4,710,014 $3,663,225 $1,589,803 $9,963,042 $57,343 Alabama 
Arizona 3, 308, 306 2,253,807 473,230 6,035,343 1,138,110 Arizona 
Arkansas 3,703,775 2,963,825 682 ,816 7,350,416 270,947 Arkansas 
California 10,244,021 5 ,282 , 861 10,850,592 265377, 474 2,863,865 California 


Colorado 4,011,724 2,678,449 1,015 ,600 7,705,773 1,434,551 Colorado 
Connecticut 1,416,259 727,500 2,372,673 4,516,432 - Connecticut 
Delaware 1,091,250 727,500 250,328 2,069,078 - Delaware 
Florida 3,547,205 2,320,290 2,167,614 8,035,109 116,165 Florida 


Georgia 5,535 ,806 4, 222,698 1,776,096 11,534,600 5 Georgia 
Idaho 2,758,529 1,939,651 234,784 4,932,964 041, Idaho 

Illinois 8,573,480 4,664, 384 8,538,781 21,776,645 i Illinois 
Indiana 5,294,550 3,649,607 2,913,968 11,858,125 ; Indiana 


Towa 5397, 723 3,947,519 1,449,083 10,794, 325 Iowa 
Kansas 5,442,479 3,808,001 1,147,232 10,397,712 - Kansas 
Kentucky 4,088,464 3,393, 363 1,271,484 8,753,311 ' Kentucky 
Louisiana 3,431,721 2,488,086 1,788,510 7,708,317 3 Louisiana 


Maine 1,887,806 1,349,528 510,134 3,747,468 8,045 Maine 
Maryland 1,957,670 1,190,923 2,079,533 5,228,126 - Maryland 
Massachusetts 2,814,013 1,038, 302 5,076,932 8,929,247 - Massachusetts 
Michigan 6,929,559 4,211,958 5,698,081 16,839,598 203, 308 Michigan 


Minnesota 5,871,753 4,143,767 1,985,091 12,000,611 268,434 Minnesota 
Mississippi 3,978,959 3,314,702 674,149 7,967,810 94,480 Mississippi 
Missouri 6,443,162 4,360, 787 2,997,738 13,801,687 101,464 Missouri 
Montana 4,513,057 3,103,036 287,653 7,903, 746 1,586,697 Montana 


Nebraska 4,327,171 3,068,011 715,887 8,111,069 18,713 Nebraska 
Nevada 2,885 ,661 1,928,176 92,960 4,906,797 359,600 Nevada 

New Hampshire 1,091,250 727,500 354,060 2,172,810 106,087 New Hampshire 
New Jersey 2,882,902 969,634 5,345,238 9,197,774 - New Jersey 


New Mexico 3,646,852 2,503,839 A 6,551,950 807,001 New Mexico 
New York 10,494,473 4,209,286 16,317,717 31,021,476 - New York 

North Carolina 5,473,679 4,682,166 1,568,479 11,724, 324 121,097 North Carolina 
North Dakota 3,250,522 2,358,433 206, 394 5,815,349 qa North Dakota 


Ohio 7,768,639 4,725,359 7,061, 362 19,555,360 , Ohio 
Oklahoma 4,787,712 3,426,016 1,333,539 9,547,267 5 Oklahoma 
Oregon 3,838,173 2,680,584 978, 738 7,497,495 754, Oregon 
Pennsylvania 8,735,974 5,196,703 9,239,704 23,172,381 Pennsylvania 


Rhode Island 1,091,250 727,500 876,435 2,695,185 - Rhode Islnad 
South Carolina 3,015,703 2,493,424 839,238 6, 348, 365 5 South Carolina 
South Dakota 3,448,903 2,464,040 237,076 6,150,019 A South Dakota 
Tennessee 4,765, 308 3,719,355 1,765,582 10,250,245 ; Tennessee 


Texas 14,393,485 9,636,558 5,830,755 | 29,860,798 63,470 Texas 
Utah 2,568,068 1,698,505 517,205 4,783,778 664,810 Utah 
Vermont 1,091,250 727,500 190,054 2,008,804 32,891 Vermont 
Virginia 4,229,828 3,305,567 1,874,199 9,409,594 130,038 Virginia 


Washington 3,701,693 2,477,755 1,835,635 8,015,083 1,391,135 Washington 
West Virginia 2,424,837 2,110,803 794 , 386 5,330,026 79,107 West Virginia 
Wisconsin 5,283,151 3,686,483 2,386,781 11,356,415 111,003 Wisconsin 
Wyoming 2,774,425 1,879,885 132,717 4,787,031 855 ,267 Wyoming 


Alaska - - - - Alaska 
Hawaii 1,091,250 727,500 ; 2,229,437 Hawaii 


District of Columbia 1,091,250 727,500 ,054, 2,873,240 District of Columbia 
Puerto Rico 1,145,306 1,198,145 3057, 3,400,969 Puerto Rico 


1/ Apportioned to the States on November 22, 1950. 


2/ Apportioned on September 20, 1950. No National Forests in States for which no apportionments are shown. 
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Department of Commerce 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


COST TRENDS 
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION, 1935-1950 / 


oe 


100.00 00.00 100.00 


121.16 : 110.11 

134.93 115.68 113.27 

151.82 117.76 114.46 

162.42 123.22 116.77 119.81 

171.16 130.10 129.89 135.01 

180.56 132.62 141.28 148.30 

198.40 145.83 153.39 162.38 171.28 
216.63 160858 |. p Losi, 170.62 189.31 
223.13 156.04 188.02 176.40 194.95 
240.69 157.20 185.03 184.15 202.28 


1/ BASED UPON THE COST OF MAINTAINING AND OPERATING THE EXISTING STATE 
HIGHWAY SYSTEMS, ADDITIONAL DATA ARE CONTAINED IN THE 1947 PROGRESS REPORT OF 
THE PROJECT COMMITTEE ON MAINTENANCE COSTS, HIGHWAY RESEARCH BOARD, 
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Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 


Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 


Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 


Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey 


Hawaii 

District of Columbia 
Puerto Rico 

Alaska 


Highway Statistics, 1950 


Department of Commerce 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


FEDERAL AND STATE HIGHWAY EMPLOYMENT 
AVERAGE NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 


During the Calendar Year 1950 


Construction Involving Federal Funds State Work Not Involving Federal Funds 


z Construc-| Mainte- 
Total tion nance 
1,088 


1,043 
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